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Range Rules 
The Nanaimo & District Fish & Game Protective Association operates one of 

the most heavily used firearm ranges in British Columbia. The primary 
purpose of the range is to promote marksmanship among our members. 
Shooters of diverse backgrounds must shoot safely together, sometimes 

without benefit of a Range Officer. As you have been given the privilege of 
using our ranges, it is your duty to know, understand and practice the 

rules, policies and guidelines outlined herein. 
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General	Range	Rules	
1. The General and Range Specific Rules are for the purpose of general shooting at the 

Association Ranges when no sanctioned event is taking place.  If an official competition or 
match is held on any range and that range is closed to general use, the official match rules 
apply and the Match Director assumes the responsibility of the Match Director for the 
event. 

2. When on the property, you must have your Membership Card or Day Pass displayed at all 
times.  Anyone found using the property without a membership card or a day pass will be 
required to leave the property. The opportunity to purchase a day pass will not be given to 
a person who is stealing from our non-profit volunteer club. 

3. Members are responsible for acceptable, considerate, courteous and non-abusive behavior 
from themselves, their family and guests at all times while on Association property.  Abuse 
of the rules could result in the loss of privileges and/or membership. 

Safety	

1. No person may use a NFG shooting range for the first time without first familiarizing 
themselves with the safety rules for that range. 

2. Members are responsible for ensuring their guests have been informed of the safety 
rules for the range to be used before they start shooting. 

3. Safety Is YOUR Responsibility!  If you see someone not following our safety/range 
rules, please introduce yourself and give them a gentle reminder of the correct 
procedure to be followed.  You will find a laminated copy of our Range Rules hanging 
on the bulletin board of each range. Most people will be happy to be informed of the 
correct procedure to follow.  If you encounter resistance, do not press the matter; 
report the incident to one of: Range Manager, Caretaker, Range Officer or Association 
Director immediately. 

4. Hearing and eye protection are mandatory for shooters and observers. 

5. The Range Manager, Caretakers, Range Safety Officers or Association Directors can 
require anyone who persists in engaging in unsafe practices, violation of range 
rules/policies, or inappropriate behaviors to leave the property immediately. 

6. Do not argue with the Range Officers and Caretakers.  Argumentative or abusive 
behavior towards the Range Officers and/or Caretakers will not be tolerated – we have a 
zero tolerance policy. The Range Officer’s ruling regarding conduct on the range is final.  
If you disagree, you can forward your concern(s) to the Chief Range Officer or. a 
member of the club executive. However, if you wish to continue to use the range, you 
must comply.  If you are unwilling to comply, you must stop using the range. 

7. All incidents resulting in a member or guest being asked to leave the property must be 
reported to the President (normally through the Range Manager/Chief Range Officer). 

8. Recommendations for changes/improvements to Range Safety/Range Rules should be 
forwarded to the Chief Range Officer/Range Manager or a member of the Board of 
Directors. 
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Range	Rules:	

1) When using any range the red flag on the flag pole at the entrance of the range 
must be up when the range is in use. The first shooter must put the flag up 
when arriving at the range before shooting commences, and the last shooter 
must take the flag down when shooting is finished. 

2) Acting Range Officer – If a duty Range Officer is not present, the first member 
to arrive at the range will assume the responsibility of Acting Range Officer or if 
mutually agreed the most experienced shooter who is a member may assume 
that task. The position of Acting Range Officer is to monitor safety procedures 
and ceasefires. When this person leaves the range, he/she must hand-off the 
responsibility to another person. 

3) Firearms MUST be carried unloaded; actions open and muzzle pointing in a safe 
direction, (i.e. rifles pointing up, pistols pointing downrange unless holstered 
and shotguns pointing in a safe direction). 

4) All uncased firearms when not in use MUST be unloaded with actions open. Long 
guns must be placed barrel pointing up in the racks. 

5) Loading and unloading is only permitted at the designated firing line.  

6) Shooting is only permitted from the designated firing line. 

7) Keep the muzzle pointed in a safe direction at all times. Muzzle direction of a 
firearm (loaded or unloaded) MUST NOT break 45 degrees from downrange. 
Hand gunners who are holster trained/certified may use accepted safe 
procedures for loading, unloading, holstering and un-holstering. 

8) No handling of firearms during a cease-fire.  Shooters must be three feet from 
their firearms. 

9) ONLY paper targets or approved reactive metal targets may be used on the 
Rifle/Pistol Ranges.  Exploding targets of any kind are not allowed to be used at 
any time. 

10) You must not shoot at target frames or range equipment, or at targets on the 
ground. 

11) Prohibited Ammunition  Regulations Prescribing Certain Firearms and other 
Weapons, Components and Parts of Weapons, Accessories, Cartridge Magazines, 
Ammunition and Projectiles as Prohibited or Restricted Part 5: 

1. Any cartridge that is capable of being discharged from a commonly 
available semi-automatic handgun or revolver and that is manufactured or 
assembled with a projectile that is designed, manufactured or altered so as 
to be capable of penetrating body armour, including KTW, THV and 5.7 x 
28 mm P-90 cartridges. 

2. Any projectile that is designed, manufactured or altered to ignite on 
impact, where the projectile is designed for use in or in conjunction with a 
cartridge and does not exceed 15 mm in diameter. 

3. Any projectile that is designed, manufactured or altered so as to explode 
on impact, where the projectile is designed for use in or in conjunction with 
a cartridge and does not exceed 15 mm in diameter. 

4. Any cartridge that is capable of being discharged from a shotgun and that 
contains projectiles known as “fléchettes” or any similar projectiles. 
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12) No Cross firing on other targets.  Shoot at targets directly in front of you and 
ensure that the bullet ends up in an approved backstop area. 

13) Children under 18 must be under adult supervision at all times. 

14) When finished, all shooters are required to clean their shooting stations including 
spent casings, ejected/unfired ammunition, and the targets and debris from 
your targets at the target distance at which you were shooting. Please leave the 
range cleaner then you found it. 

1 5 )  The consumption of alcohol is NOT permitted on an active range.  

16) The use of illegal drugs is NOT permitted on the property. 

17) Any person who appears to be “under the influence” is prohibited from shooting. 

18) While shooting or attending an active range it is mandatory to wear hearing and 
eye protection. 

19) You must supply your own targets, target backers, staples & stapler, etc. The 
Caretaker has a supply of cardboard backers  which will be used on the various 
ranges. 

20) No shooting of wildlife on the range. 

21) Rapid uncontrolled fire is NOT permitted on the Ranges.  This means all 
shots must be aimed at a target and all fire must be sighted). 

22) Accidents – must be reported to the Range Manager/Caretaker. 

23) If you are unsure of the policies, rules or protocols for using the Association’s 
Ranges or Property, ask the Range Manager, Caretaker, Range Officer or 
Director for clarification. Ignorance is no excuse for not complying with 
Association policies and rules while on Association property. 
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Rules	Specific	to	the	Rifle	Range	
 

1. These rules are in addition to the General Range Rules. Sanctioned events and 
activities under the supervision of a match director may have variations. 

2. Weather.  The rifle range can be dark at the 200 yard line even in good weather.  
The rules of safe shooting dictate that you MUST be able to see where your bullet 
will land (not just the target you are shooting at).  In inclement weather or as it 
gets darker make sure you follow the acting range officer’s instructions in 
making sure everyone has returned to the firing line. 

3. This range is approved for calibers up to the 338 Lapua template. The 
maximum allowable shooting distance is 200 yards. 

4. The firing is line is defined as the front of the concrete slab.  

5. Firearms may only be loaded and unloaded at the firing line. 

 

General	
1. Targets are to be paper or approved reactive metal targets.  Shooting at 

target frames, bottles, cans, etc, or anything on the ground is prohibited.  
Exploding targets of any kind are not allowed at any time. 

2. No shooting of wildlife on the range. 

3. Rapid uncontrolled fire is NOT permitted on this range. All shots must be aimed 
at a target, and all fire must be aimed (i.e. No ‘hip shooting’ or similar). 

4. All personal metal targets must be reactive and pre-approved by the 
Caretaker or Range Officer (if present) prior to use on this range.  If a 
Caretaker or Range Officer is not available to approve your metal target, 
you CANNOT use it. 

5. Approved metal targets MUST be a minimum distance of 100 yards for centre-fire 
rifle, and 25 yards for .22 rim fire from the designated firing line. 

6. The Manager/Caretaker has a supply of paper backers which may be used on this 
range. 

7. The left side of the range is set up with four sets of metal target stands with sand 
berm backers held by wood backstops. This is for. 22 rim fire silhouette match 
and practice ONLY. No centre- fire ammo is to be directed towards the silhouette 
backstops. 

 

Cease	Fire	Procedure	
1. Ceasefires are called to allow shooters to venture safely downrange to set up and 

change their targets. The timing of each ceasefire should be mutually decided 
between the shooters present. If the range is busy the 20/10-ceasefire system is 
preferred (20 minutes of shooting followed by 10 minutes of ceasefire, than 20 
minutes of shooting, followed by 10 minutes of ceasefire, etc.). 

2. When a cease-fire is called, ALL shooters will carry out the following actions: 

3. All firearms will be completely unloaded, all ammo and magazines removed, 
actions opened and placed in the racks.  Pistols must be unload, be placed on 
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the shooting bench with the actions open and in the case of semi-autos with the 
magazine removed. 

4. The handling of firearms is prohibited during a cease-fire. 

5. If anyone wishes to do something out of the ordinary – such as set up a 
chronograph and line it up with their firearm – they must talk to the acting 
range officer and the other shooters and arrange to do so in a safe manner.  
This must be accomplished before the range is declared hot and the red flag 
displayed. 

Range	Flag	System	
1. The ‘Range Safety Flag System’ procedure MUST be followed during all range use: 

2. RED FLAG - Range is in use (HOT).  Red Flag is VISIBLE mounted in holder. 
It is safe to fire at targets down range. 

3. GREEN FLAG - Range is CLOSED; Guns are unloaded, actions open and/or 
placed in the racks.   It is safe to move forward of the firing line to change 
Targets on the range. 

4. ONLY when a cease-fire is called and all firearms are safe can the Range Safety 
Flag be changed to GREEN, and only when the flag is GREEN, can shooters 
move forward of the designated firing line.  Please wait for the Acting Range 
Officer to designate that the “range is safe”. 

5. Anyone proceeding to the 200 yard line will advise the acting range officer and 
will wear an orange reflective vest, either his own or one of the ones provided. 

6. The Acting Range Officer will be the last person to turn off the cease-fire warning 
light and exchange the range safety flag, and will ONLY do so after having 
ensured that all required procedures have been followed and everyone is back 
from the target lines, with particular attention to the 200 yard line. 

7. Please leave the range cleaner than you found it.  When finished shooting, please 
clean-up: 

8. pick up spent casings and ejected/unfired ammunition – brass casings go into the 
brass buckets, steel and shotgun casings go into the garbage containers, take 
unfired ammunition home or put it into the container provided; 

9. clean up targets and debris from your targets. 
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Rules	Specific	to	the	Handgun	Ranges	
1. These rules are in addition to the General Range Rules. Sanctioned events and 

activities under the supervision of a Discipline may have variations. 

2. This is a pistol, shotgun, Black Powder, and small caliber rifle range, i.e., pistol 
calibers, 22 rim fire.  No large caliber or high velocity rifles are allowed 

3. The firing is line is defined as the front of the concrete slab 

4. Firearms may only be loaded and unloaded at the firing line (i.e., at the wooden 
shooting bench). Uncasing and casing of firearms is preferably also done at the 
shooting bench. 

General	
1. Targets are to be paper or approved reactive steel targets.  Shooting at target 

frames, bottles, cans, etc, or anything on the ground is prohibited.  Exploding 
targets of any kind are not allowed at any time. 

2. No shooting of wildlife on the range. 

3. Rapid uncontrolled fire is NOT permitted on this range. All shots must be aimed 
at a target, and all fire must be sighted (i.e. No ‘hip shooting’ or similar). 

4. All personal metal targets must be reactive and be pre-approved by the 
Caretaker or Range Safety Officer (if present) prior to use on this range.  If a 
Caretaker or Range Officer is not available to approve your metal target, 
you CANNOT use it. 

5. Approved metal targets MUST be a minimum distance of 11 yards (10 meters) for 
centre-fire handguns, and 11 yards (10 meters) for .22 rim fire from the designated 
firing line. 

6. The Manager/Caretaker has a supply of paper backers which may be used on this 
range. 

 

Cease	Fire	Procedure	

1. Ceasefires are called to allow shooters to venture safely downrange to set up and 
change their targets. The timing of each ceasefire should be mutually decided 
between the shooters present. If the range is busy the 20/10-ceasefire system is 
preferred (20 minutes of shooting followed by 10 minutes of ceasefire, than 20 
minutes of shooting, followed by 10 minutes of ceasefire, etc.). 

2. When a cease-fire is called, ALL shooters will carry out the following actions: 

3. All firearms will be completely unloaded, all ammo and magazines removed, 
actions opened and flagged and placed on the shooting table muzzle 
pointing down range. Handguns may be holstered if you are holster 
trained/certified.  

4. The handling of firearms is prohibited during a cease-fire.  
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Range	Flag	System	
1. The ‘Range Safety Flag System’ procedure MUST be followed during all range use: 

2. RED FLAG - Range is in use (HOT).  Red Flag is VISIBLE mounted in holder. 
It is safe to fire at targets down range. 

3. GREEN FLAG - Range is CLOSED; Guns are unloaded, actions open and/or 
placed in the racks.   It is safe to move forward of the firing line to change Targets 
on the range. 

4. ONLY when a cease-fire is called and all firearms are safe can the Range Safety 
Flag be changed to GREEN, and only when the flag is GREEN, can shooters move 
forward of the designated firing line.  Please wait for the acting range officer 
to designate that the “range is safe”. 

5. The acting range Officer will make sure everyone has returned from down range 
and will change the flag to RED and declare that it is safe to fire at targets 
down range, 

6. Please leave the range cleaner than you found it.  When finished shooting, please 
clean-up: 

7. pick up spent casings and ejected/unfired ammunition – brass casings go into the 
brass buckets, steel and shotgun casings go into the garbage containers, take 
unfired ammunition home or put it into the container provided; 

8. clean up targets and debris from your targets. 
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Rules	Specific	to	the	Shotgun	Ranges	
1. These rules are in addition to the General Range Rules. Sanctioned events and 

activities under the supervision of a Match Director may have variations. 
2. All shooters must check into the office before shooting. 
3. Actions must be open at all times except when on the firing line or in a gun rack 
4. Guns must not be loaded unless on the firing line 
5. Shooters may place only 1 (one) shell in their gun at a time unless shooting doubles. 
6. All shells must be removed from the gun and the action must be open when changing 

posts. 
7. Guns must be pointed toward the trap house at all times while on the firing line. 
8. Shooters must unload guns when the flag goes up on the trap house. 
9. Only trap personnel and shooters permitted on the trap range shooting area. 
10. Shooter shall carry their guns open at all times while on the club grounds 
11. Please leave the range cleaner than you found it.  When finished shooting, please 

clean-up: 
• pick up spent casings – all hulls go into the containers provided. 
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Rules	Specific	to	the	Archery	Range	
These rules are in addition to the General Range Rules. Sanctioned events and activities 
under the supervision of an RSO may have variations. 

 
1. Range Rules: 

a. Red flag up while shooting 
b. Last person to shoot calls clear before anyone goes downrange to get their 

arrows 
c. One person pulls arrows on each target unless you want to pull your own but 

only one person pulls at a time 
d. Absolutely no running. 
e. No person can pick up a bow until everyone is back. 
f. The last person back makes sure the range is clear then calls clear and only 

then can you touch your bow. 
g. When nocking an arrow you must be pointed down range on the line. 
h. Shoot outside you have to be over the line. 
i. You get to shoot 3 arrows then hang up your bow and wait for all clear. 
j. If you are the only one on the range you can shoot all your arrows. 
k. Shooting inside you stand up to the yellow line 
l. Outside you sit at the picnic table to do bow adjustments, inside you take your 

bow to the ready room to do adjustments. 
m. There is no shooting across ranges 
n. If you drop an arrow and it falls over the line or outside on the grass you leave 

it. 
o. Outside range if getting an arrow that has gone past 60 or 100 yards you have 

to put the red flag up on the 60 yard target. 
p. There is only one way to do the ‘bag course’ and that is from the foot bridge to 

the road. 
q. Crossbows shall be carried uncocked. Load only when you have reached the 

shooting point. 
r. Field Points ONLY may be used to shoot the bags or large blue field’s butts. 
s. Broad heads are to be used in the sand pit only. 
t. NO Cross-firing. Always aim at the proper target. 
u. DO NOT shoot arrows high into the air, the landing point is unpredictable. 
v. DO NOT walk in the reverse direction on the 3D Trail; this may result in 

unsafe directions of fire. 
w. Always KNOW that your arrow will land in a safe area if you miss the target. 
x. When looking for lost arrows behind a target, ALWAYS leave a No-shoot 

marker or ask someone to act as a sentry in front of the target, so other 
archers know not to shoot. 

y. Leave the range clean. 
2. In order to fully enjoy the Archery Range and adjoining trail, please familiarize 

yourself with the basic layout, shooting positions and the target position attached to 
it. 

3. Do not start on the 3D trail when there is less than two hours before sunset. 
4. When finished shooting, please clean-up both your shooting station, AND the targets 

and debris from your targets at the target distance at which you were shooting. 
Please leave the range cleaner than you found it. 
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Unsafe	Conduct	on	the	Ranges	
LEVEL III - EXTREMELY SERIOUS 
SANCTION:  Immediate removal from Range and suspension of shooting privileges. 

The Executive (Range Safety Committee) will determine whether 
revocation of membership and/or permanent ban is necessary. Details 
of person who committed violation #3 must be forwarded to the Chief 
Firearms Officer and the Local Police Agency. 

1. Pointing a firearm at self or another person
2. Loading a firearm while not at the firing line or shooting station
3. Discharging a firearm which led to injuries to self or others
4. Handling a firearm on premises while intoxicated or under the influence of

drugs
5. Allowing a person without a PAL to handle loaded firearms without supervision
6. Willfully shooting at and damaging Fish and Game property

LEVEL II - LESS SERIOUS 
SANCTION:  Immediate suspension of shooting privileges for the day 

1. Accidental discharge caused by failure to keep the trigger finger outside the
trigger guard while holding or mounting the firearm

2. Refusing to follow instructions given by the Range Officer
3. Continued violation of Range Regulations after receiving a warning from the

Range Officer
4. Discharging non-approved ammunition on premises

· Trap and Skeet: as per CFC range approval
· Rifle Range: as per CFC range approval
· IPSC Range: as per CFC range approval
· PPC Range: as per CFC range approval

LEVEL I - MINOR 
SANCTION:  Verbal warning. 

1. Failure to wear hearing and eye protection as a spectator at any of the
shooting ranges when the range is active.

2. Failure to wear hearing and eye protection when discharging a firearm.

NOTE: 
As per instruction from the Chief Firearms Officer - 
If an individual becomes belligerent and refuses to leave the Fish and Game Premises 
after being asked to do so, the Range Officer will contact the RCMP (advise them of 
the situation) and have the individual escorted from the Range. 
The above LEVEL III and LEVEL II are to be logged in the Range Violation Book in the 
Range Officer Trailer and reported to the Range Safety Committee. 
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